
 
 

PPPRRRAAAYYYEEERRR   III NNNTTTEEENNNTTTIII OOONNNSSS   FFFOOORRR   TTTHHHEEE   111666TTTHHH    OOOFFF   EEEVVVEEERRRYYY   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH:::    
111666ttthhh   JJJuuulllyyy::: During this period of transition for the whole of consecrated life 
in the Church, for this month, we dedicate this missionary day of the Institute, 
for the sisters called to serve as Animators of our Religious family. Let us pray 
for them that they will be able to be listening always to that which “the Spirit 
says”, with an open eye to the world, the world that is waiting for voices of hope 
and witnesses of profound faith expressed in a more meaningful charity.   
Here, we would like to remember them one by one in their own realities: Mother 
Juliana Malama, Superior General; Sr. Samuela, Superior of the Vice Province of Ja-
pan; Sr. Leninha Ferreira, Provincial Superior of Brazil; Sr. Euphrasia Chanda, Provin-
cial Delegate of Kenya; Sr. Regina Birou, Provincial Superior of Romania; Sr. Theresa 
Mwelwa, Superior of the Vice Province of the United States; Sr. Giuliana Chang, Pro-
vincial Delegate of the Philippines; Sr. Veronica Zulu, Provincial Superior of Zambia; 
Sr. Irma Cargini, Provincial Superior of Italy; Sr. Gemma Pak, General Delegate for 
Russia; Sr. Maria Canto G.C., Provincial delegate for Argentina; Sr. Stella Seo, Provin-
cial Superior of Korea; Sr. Susanna Pak, Provincial Delegate for Indonesia; Sr. Anica 
Jureta, Provincial Superior of Croatia; Sr. Betty Da Silva, General Delegate for Mexico; 
Sr. Angela Jeon, Provincial Delegate for China; Sr. Charity Chishimba, Provincial Dele-
gate for Malawi; Sr. Daniela Crichet, Provincial Delegate for Moldavia. 
 

111666ttthhh   AAAuuuggguuusssttt::: The ordinary Chapter of the Province of Zambia will be held 
on 14th August. Let us pray for each delegate sister, so that in the communal 
search for the will of God, a new spring will be reborn in the Province and in 
the Delegations belonging to it, so as to become more salt of that land and light 
in the Church.  
 

St. Francis Province of Zambia is composed of 19 communities, 16 in Zambia, 2 in 
Kenya and 1 in Malawi. There are 91 sisters with perpetual vows; 85 Zambians, 3 Ital-
ians and 3 Kenyans. 12 of these sisters are in Italy, 1 in Mexico and 5 in United States 
of America. The Junior professed sisters are 35. 29 of these are Zambians and 6 of 
them are Kenyans. The Novices are 11 of them, that is 9 Zambians and 2 Kenyans. 
There are 16 Postulants, 12 Zambians and 4 Kenyans. 
Sr. Anna Mwansa, the Provincial Secretary makes a comment on the figures she sent 
and said: “We are grateful to all the sisters for the constant adorations offered for 
vocations. We are aware of the problem of vocations in some Provinces, but even 
though, since we belong to one family, one part is praying and the other part is re-
ceiving vocations and the Institute keeps on growing. “The harvest is rich, ... pray to 
the Lord of the harvest to send more workers in his vineyard,” says Jesus. We sin-
cerely ask for prayers for our 7th Provincial Chapter”. 
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Dearest Sisters and Friends, The Lord give you peace! 
Coming back from China, I cannot but communicate to you how much I 
received, lived and loved in that “continent”. The sense of mystery that 
one breathes, the crowded streets of people walking hurriedly, the ul-
tramillenarian culture which is shown through the behaviour, the first 
productive people of the world, which is strongly distinguished for its 
agricultural component (80%), is a beautiful and fascinating reality, but 
it remains in the shadow of a system which has obscured those profound 
values that has always made the Chinese people to perceive the reality of 
a belief in the life beyond death. 
The Church is strongly opposed and lives in silence, but not alone. There 
are other Christians who can define themselves as true supporting pillars. 
Our Korean sisters, Sr. Angela, Sr. Regina, and Sr. Monica are giving a 
witness which the Parish Priest has defined as “truly Christian and 
Franciscan.” The people appreciate very much their openness towards all; 
“submissive to every creature”. They are always ready to serve, to sup-

port, to care and to dialogue, building bridges which promote communion 
among the people, as desired by Jesus and remains as our testament. 
This year, we are celebrating the tenth anniversary of our presence in Chi-
na and we also see the first five Chinese sisters preparing themselves for 

perpetual profession 
of religious vows. 
Then, they will re-
turn among their 
own people where a 
great mission is 
awaiting them.  
Let us entrust this 
reality so important 
to the Providence of 
God! 

 
Suor  Rosalinda Salmaso 

Childrens of Julin - China 

 
 

NNoottiizziiee  ��������        
AAASSSSSSIIISSSIII   ---   On the feast day of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, our first volunteer at the 
Missionary Center, Chiara Paoletti passed away. We hoped very much for a miracle to 
happen, but this was not according to the plan of God, therefore, we bow our heads 
before this great sorrow and let us continue to pray for Paolo, her husband who has 
been very much tried and has now remained alone.  

������������������������������������            
AAASSSSSSIIISSSIII – Assisi has been enriched with the presence of the arrival of new sisters 
from Korea, Zambia and Romania. Sr. Genovefa and Sr. Monica from Korea are at the 
Mother House, learning the Italian language. Sr. Bernaveta Ciobanu stays at the Her-
mitage of the Holy Trinity and she also works at the Secretariat for the Missions, while 
Sr. Pauline Longwani has just returned from her home visit in Zambia and she is now a 
member of the community at the Hermitage of the Trinity. 

������������������������������������            
AAANNNCCCOOONNNAAA – Thanks to Fr. Luigi Ruani, in the month of July, another container 
will be leaving for Zambia. Maria Pia Martini of the group “We for Zambia”, continues 
to collect clothes, health materials and orthopaedics equipments for the mission hospi-
tals of Kabompo, Kalemba and Luanshya. The group of “Zambia 2000” has managed 
to provide two incubators for the hospital of Kabompo, where the premature babies 
are at the risk of dying unnecessarily. Madam Paola, who only two weeks ago, lost her 
husband Cesare, has offered 20 wheelchairs for the handicapped children of Da Gama 
school, in this way, making it possible to rehabilitate 20 children who often have to 
craw on the ground. Thanks to all of you! 

������������������������������������            
AAASSSSSSIIISSSIII   –––   Let us remember that the Missionary Assembly will be held from 25th to 
28th August in Assisi. It will be a moment of missionary formation and prayer, in 
preparation for the coming of the Holy Father, who asks us to continue the dialogue 
and prayer for the building up of a better world for all. 

������������������������������������            
PPPHHHIIILLLIIIPPPPPPIIINNNEEESSS   ––– Two new Philippines 
sisters, Sr. Lannie Imbao and Sr. Caroline 
Lauglaug, made their temporary profession on 
29th June. It is a gift from the Lord which 
gives us new hope for the evangelizing pres-
ence in Asia. We wish these sisters, all the best 
of profound faithfulness and fullness of life.  

������������������������������������            
KKKEEENNNYYYAAA – On 25th June, Sr. Angelica 
Ambutu went back to Kenya after completing 
her studies at Claretian institute in Rome and later on, she will do a one year course for 
trainers in Zambia. While she was in Assisi, she used to assist at the missionary exhibi-
tion. She used to work with much commitment and great passion, managing even to 
arouse interest for missions in the pilgrims. Kenya is waiting for her and she will be 
able to make a great contribution in the evangelization of her own country. 

Suor Lannie e Suor Carolina 
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Croatia - After having celebrated 50 years of the life of the religious 
Province of Croatia, Sr. Ljubica would like to share with us about their 
presence in this country. 
“With great joy, I would like to tell you about how we live the charism of being 
Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Assisi, as “the Little flock”. It is subdivided as fol-
lows: 
 

Zagabria Svacicev – We have an apartment in the city center where the Pro-
vincial Superior and a small community live. The house is open to whoever asks 
for hospitality, counselling or wants to be listened to. It is also open even to the 
people who have no house or need to be accommodated while assisting their rela-
tives at the hospital. All this is done with tenderness and great joy. 
 

Zagabria - House of formation – At this moment, there are no young people in 
formation, but the sisters who form up this community are open to prayer and 
activities for the support of the missions. Besides that, they also receive people 
who assist their relatives at the hospital or who need to be accommodated for 
any other reason. 
 

Cres – The sisters in this community render a service to the Conventual Friars 
and to the people who come to be accommodated by them. All this is done with 
great missionary openness. 
 

Novi Marof - The sisters are involved in Parish activities among which one of 
them is the youth missionary group, which visits the sick people around the area, 
but they also make small handcrafts for sending as donations to Assisi.  
 

Vinkovci - Even here, the sisters do pastoral – missionary activities in which 
the youth who are active are also involved. They produce and sell small things so 
as to send the profit to the missions and they also commit themselves to the Di-
ocesan Missionary initiatives. They are also committed in the school where Sr. 
Ljubica teaches. The activities include also a program of formation and an open 
gestures to the world. For this year, the symbol was a crib from Zambia with 
bridges made on the globe.. 
 

Every 16th of the month, which is the missionary day of our Institute, there are 
initiatives of intense prayer and other activities in every community in favour of 
the missions. In our communities, we feel the need to talk more about the mis-
sions, so as to know more about how other people live and we also try to provide 
for their needs, according to our possibilities. 
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Sr. Regina and Sr. Clara are two young Korean sisters who are deepening 
their knowledge of the Chinese language. Sr. Regina has already been 
rendering service at the leprosarium of Shang-fu for the past seven years. 
 

I ask them how they arrived at choosing missionary life in China. 
Sr. Regina responds: “As a nurse, I was already working with the leprosy patients and 
when I came to know that there was urgent need of rendering a service at the leprosa-
rium in China, where the patients were very much “neglected”, I did not hesitate to ask 
to leave, even if I was just a junior sister. I did not have any preparation for missionary 
life, a powerful drive and the deep joy within my heart was giving me strength and I felt it 
as a confirmation of the desire of my total self giving. Later on, I had the proof, that I was 
really happy in rendering this service. After my perpetual profession, I was asked if I was 
going to remain in China for the sake of the leprosy patients or for China itself and in this 
way, I discovered my new call: that was to remain in this land in order to offer my contri-
bution of evangelization and service to the most poor. Even if in reality I can do many 
things but, I realize that what I do is not important and so, I need a lot of patience since I 
am too active. This need of mine has become secondary because I have come to under-
stand that the most important thing is to prepare the way for the Chinese sisters so that 
on their return, they can form a new community and stay well.” 
 

How do you feel the reality of the Church? 
I feel that the Church is very much alive and that it is not isolated, despite the difficulties 
and I live by breathing the reality of the Mystical Body of the Church, as a Universal 
communion. In a situation of “no freedom”, where it seems as if the Church has been 
eliminated, where materialism seems to suffocate religion, all this is becomes like humus 
which nourishes the new life. I feel that God uses the consumerism system in order to 
make it become a grace. 
 

Before a population of 1,340,000,000 people, is your presence really impor-
tant? 
The desire to do all that is possible in order to build up the kingdom of God is very great. 
The awareness of limited resources does not discourage us from remaining among the 
poor, the weak ones and the children, accompanying them on their way to the Lord. For 
now, the most urgent need seems to be the assistance of the elderly people, who are 
considered not to be “anymore productive”. We would like to respond to some of the 
needs like: the AIDS' patients, Hansenians, the sick and the education of illiterate women, 
but the government controls everything. My contribution will be that tassello which the 
Lord has prepared for me. 
 

John Paul II said that Asia should evangelize Asia: how do you feel about 
this challenge? A great mission awaits you: how do you feel?? 
No fear! We can move slowly, but with the Chinese sisters, we will do great things for this 
beloved Chinese people. We will develop: we look to the future with great enthusiasm, 
feeling actively strong for the Church, for China, he is said that: “For the missionary every 



 
 

foreign land is ones own Country and ones own Country is a foreign land” and so, it is for 
us as well. 
 

Would you like to give a message to all the young sisters of the Institute? 
Sr. Regina: “I have not yet met many young sisters but, I would like to emphasize on per-
sonal preparation (cultural, religious, professional), not for its own sake, but so as to give 
a gratuitous or free service and respond adequately to the needs of the brothers and 
sisters. Let us throw ourselves in it! We need to have the courage to leave our land and 
to give ourselves without reserve. The world today is in need of us!” 
Sr. Clara: “The mission is not different for the one who remains in her own country or the 
one who leaves, but what is important is to decide in ones own heart that which one 
wants to give to the Lord. Therefore, leaving should not make one afraid!” 
 

GGGEEENNNOOOVVVAAA   –––   MMMIIISSSSSSIIIOOONNNAAARRRYYY   PPPAAARRRIIISSSHHH   OOOFFF   BBBOOOCCCCCCAAADDDAAASSSSSSEEE   
We belong to the Franciscan parish of St. Anthony of Boccadasse in 
Genova. For about one year now, a Romanian young friar, Fr. Adrian 

is with us. From 1st to 8th May, we went with him to Romania and we 
had to spend a whole day with Sr. Clara at Valea Mare. It is a mission 
which our community has been assisting for years, sending donations 

for procuring firewood as heating system for many of the poor families. 
We started this project about eight years ago, for only two families and 

now, we have arrived at providing for about fifteen families. They are 
single elderly people, old couples, the sick, families with six or seven 

children and an unemployed father or one who is under paid ... 
Since the beginning, Sr. Clara has helped us to create a marvellous per-
sonalized relationship through letters, detailed news about families and 

many, many pho-
tos. For the first 

time, when we met 
the sisters in per-

son, it seemed as if 
we had already 
known all of them 

before. 
The main com-

mitment of our 
Missionary group 

is that of sensitiz-
ing the Parish 
community. 

Sister Clara and friends of Boccadasse 

 
 

ZZZAAAMMMBBBIII AAA:::    TTTHHHEEE   SSSTTTOOORRRYYY   OOOFFF   JJJEEESSSSSSYYY   
 

Jessy was born at Kabompo round a-
bout the 80's. As regards her education, 
due to lack of means, she managed to 
reach only up to the second grade and 
at the age of 16, she was given in mar-
riage to a farmer in a nearby village, 
who was in need of manual labour. 
In the year 2000, the husband began to 
feel sick and they used to go together to 
the witch doctors in order to find out 
what was the cause of the illness. In 
2004, the man died because the myste-
rious disease was AIDS. That is how 
Jessy remained alone to sustain her 
three children, doing a lot of work, go-
ing to the farm early in the morning 
and returning later in the evening, but 
still the produce was not enough to sus-
tain the family.  
The worst happened in 2006, when her 
strength began to decline and she was 
diagnosed with HIV. As a result, she 
was not able to work any more, she and 
her children found themselves without 
any means for surviving. The only 
point of reference 
was St. Kalemba 
hospital which also 
receives only about 
272.00 Dollars. Jessy, 
like all the other 
AIDS patients needs 
special nutrition be-
cause the drugs for 
treatment, often-
times becomes more 
harmful for the liver, 
but it is an impossi-
ble thing. 
Thanks be to God, 
for St. Kalemba mis-
sion which has a 

nutrition centre that is supported by the 
group Zambia 2000 and by the Parish of 
the Resurrection of Rimini, in memory 
of Don Oreste Benzi. This is the place 
where Jessy and her children have 
found the means for their survival. 
The situation in this area is very much 
worrying because the majority of the 
families have only one meal a day and 
sometimes they have absolutely noth-
ing to eat. The soil is quite poor and as a 
result, the yield of crops is also very 
poor. 
Oftentimes, Jessy weeps, asking herself, 
what would be the future of her chil-
dren who will need also to go to school. 
We would like very much to help her 
out ourselves, but unfortunately, we 
also do not have the means. Therefore, 
we just entrust them to the goodness of 
someone who can be able to share wha-
tever he/she has. 
 

Sainedi M. Phiri 
 

Jessy Muwema 


