PRAYERPURPOSES FORL6™" OF EACH MONTH:

April: Let us pray for the religious Province of Rumania hat gathers in
chapter so that it can live the faithfulness thathe sisters testified in 40
years under cover.

The Rumanian Province counts 108 members: 8 aigaly, 7 in the General
Mother community, 7 in San Marino and Ferrara, 3snaries (USA, Philip-
pines, Croazia). The Rumanian communities deal ghtldren education, family
assistance, care of the old, catechism lessonsyMuters are still attending dif-
ferent kinds of courses..

May: Let us pray for each sister of the Institute soHat they all can
bear charisma and feel a living stone in the buildig of the church..

On 16" may 1742 our beloved Padre G. Antonio Marchesiidl. He left a very

topical heritage, valid for each daughter and fhose who want to live charisma
in santity.

He says: “Long for becoming saints and give Him liighest joy to see you all,
full of merits and santity, entering God’s kingdahere His head is your foot-
stool.

June: Let us pray for Sisters rich in years, gift of ourreligious Family.
May their wisdom, their life story, the serene andyenerous completion
of a divine project, be for us icons of DONATED LIFE.

They are the mainstay of our Religious fami
they light up our destination, they are sentin _\ |
on our way that needs support, light, directio \
They tell us how to proceed, to give, to be dee \
faithful. Wherever they are, may they be t \'
most beautiful gift to love and icon of faithfu
ness. Let us stand by them with our praye
May this day be really a Thanksgiving day
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Dearest sisters and friends,

We are in spring and even our souls open, our
hearts contemplate and our eyes are full of astonent. This becomes gratitude and
praise to God, faithful to his promises. We haveyn@asons to enjoy what God is mak-
ing in the Nature, in our lives and especially ur oeligious Family.

Fecundity is a gift of the Holy Spirit and a g#twhat has just happened in Asia: in Janu-
ary four Chinese Sisters and four Korean sisteok tineir vows.

China, that seemed so far away, is closer and veehappy to give our contribution to
evangelization, and this needs the acknowledgeafembmen’s value.

In February, twelve novices from Zambia and Kengé their first profession. There are
twelve novices waiting for it, now.

In Japan, two postulants began the noviciate ofi &rch 2009. They come from Viet-
nam, a blessed country where Christians experiepeisdn, prohibitionism, the effort to
rebuild a country. We are sure this will be a fertseed. The charisma of SFMA will
bloom even more for a strong testimony of Christyan

It's time to get rid of pain, of mistrust, to lofdkrward with enthusiasm towards a hopeful
future in which our Institute becomes more missigrzad committed to give an answer to
expectations of the Church and of the world today.

HAPPY EASTER! Full of gratitude!

NEWS FROM THE MISSIONARY GROUP cards, flowers made by tree leaves, typical
The little missionary group of Vinkovcipainted glasses. Even mothers helped.
prepared the missionary day with reading®ne of the girls was operated on her bac
and prayers in a universal breath, prayingand we went to see her. She appreciatéd
for near and far people, throughout thehis sign of friendship and love. We all wish
world. The liturgy was distinguished by enshe can go back to school as soon as posgi-
thusiasm and warmth, thanks to well preble. r
pared songs and prayers. | teach in a school. Each year, we celebrate
the “bread day”, discussing about subjects
of great topical interest. This year we chos
Thanksgiving, reading St. Francis’ CAN-,
TICO DELLE CREATURE and Christmas
in Greccio. A mother prepared two Iittlel
kinds of bread with different religious
signs, like our grandmothers did whose
meaning was to thank God.

This is our way to be missionary, we worll
in God’s vineyard. 1

The missionary exhibition was prepared <l Loz el

with little jobs made by young people: post- |

NEWS FROM THE WORLD AND CHURCH

Luanda

The Pope said something unique to this pedi@tand up, Africa! Stop wars and greed! Start
your walk to progress! Stop old and new capitali$tép wars in Congo, Somalia and Dar-
fur’” And the last greetindg'Look at the future with hope, confide in God’'eomises and live
in His truth”.

The Pope asks the world to give a look at thistgreatinent, full of hope, but still thirsty for
justice, peace, wishing in a healthy and completeetbpment, able to grant a future of growth
and peace. Africa must find in itself the adequsatength to go through it.

Martyrs Missionaries

Another missionary was killed in Brasil. An ltaliame. Don Giuseppe Bissone, from Fidei
Donum, Bressanone, 62 years old. During 2008, twéMSSIONARY were murdered: a
bishop, 16 priests, a religious man, two laymenbddy talks about it, because “a discepole
cannot be more than his master”.

Group “Zambia 2000”

There is a group from Genoa which assures a vdiyeacollaboration in missions in Zambia.
This group opened celebrations of the 25th anréwgrsin 1984, 17 friends went to Santa
Theresa Mission. Since that moment they made aagemgent with passion and they carry out
a lot of activities that still help so many missson

Romania

This is the 98 anniversary of presence of SFMA in this countryyalty has always been he-
roic here. For 40 years, during the Communist gerioe Romanian sisters have been working
under cover, with generosity and hope. This gaeetdi flourishing communities after the fall
of Berlin wall; some of these Sisters can tellhestouching stories and are still the mainstay of
the new communities.

Zambia

The family of Michele Merola, which lived in Zambiar years, generously supported Francis-
can Missions. Franco, their 22 years old son, wiedkby common criminals. The Merolas
family donated the House. A group of Sisters willnaate the house in his memory. The best
way to say Thanks to our friends

Zambia

After 2 months of stay in Italy, Sister llaria Dé&® went to Zambia again. Sr llaria is mis-
sionary in Zambia for 48 years. She works for pdfoldren and gives a warm welcome to visi-
tors of the mission.

Italia

Suor Piera Noro, missionary in Russia, is feeliegdy, after a surgical operation on her heart.
As doctors told, she will be able to come back trs$ta in September. Anyway, she has to take
a little time and proceed slowly in the resumptidnvork.

Meanwhile, Sr Carmelina Russo went with Sr. Gemandluga, where we wish the commu-
nity will come together again as soon as possible



JAPAN: BEATIFICATION OF 188JAPANESE MARTYRS INTERVIEW:
Maria Teresa Angelucci is a godmother with fivetalice adoptions. | ask her the way she
7 - , lives this experience and how she lived her meatiitig her first adopted child.

I 1 I Maria Teresa, you adopted a child in Romania: howhave you been living this
"o $ 0 commitment?

| ' I am living it with joy and serenity because | dg best to maintain my commitment,
T ' ’ even if times have changed. | am aware that thigshdem in studying and allows

I
o ( 2 ) 1 them to believe in a better future, for themseltesir families and the Country.
%! )+ l) * | % 3) You met this child in Romania: how important was i for you and him?
- It was very touching for both of us. He is very simyd he did not say so much. |
. $ % ! brought him many things but his eyes brightened¢ eviien he saw candies. He had
* / " ) ! probably seen so few in hi whole life.
0
1" , Do you think this kind of solidarity can solve theproblem of misery?
2 3 ) 4
-1, 0p | $ Partially, I'm sure. We hear dramatic news each alay we must give our contribu-
" tion to ease the suffering of those who are inwlveherefore, SAD is a partial an-
"B swer, but certainly concrete.
4 51
any Associations created scandal. Have you evdrdught about desisting?
$|?’617 Many Associati d dal. H drdught about desisting?
) 8 6 No. | deeply know SFMA. | even have three adoptiaith Action Aid. It's a real
9 pity that some Association are not reliable and #ilathe other serious associations
' 9 lose credit.
& , !l 6 You are very active even where you live. Do youdtlike a missionary because of
! your engagement?
: ! ;<
I , | feel | have the missionary spirit. | would go ammission if | could. | strongly feel |
0, 5l can concretely give and receive. My deepest agpiras helping who is in need. |
& o, , wish | can adopt other children if my situationgybetter.
6 | What do you suggest to SFMA in order to be more rasionary in the Church?

' I have not many things to suggest. Neverthlessamgecalled to grow in the knowl-
edge and in carrying out God’s will. | think it'snportant to keep our look on the

| ( world and on the needs of the “lasts” you have mgdret your arms be raised and in-
S ! tercede for the human race.



FROM MALINDI ... WITH PASSION

... Yes... The passion for God’s king-On Sunday after the Holy Mass, there
dom that supports the three sisters seig the animation of the parochial as-
to Kenya in this far mission of Kenya. sembly with visits to the communities
The mission is in a partially deserticin the evening.
zone, since the pasture animals (bevlany protestants shifted to the catholic
longing to Oromas, a muslim commu-church thanks to the presence of sis-
nity) have suffered from a long exploi-ters.
tation. It is 60 km from from Malindi Many muslim boys and girls come to
and it's populated by Bantu and Niroitsthe mission with their catholic friends
of Indian origin. The name of the mis-and spend serene and funny recreation
sion is Tarasaa. while catholic friends attend catechism
In the mission there is not a church butlasses and help Sisters in whatever
a hall for different events. Mass is celethey need.
brated on Sundays. During the weelSome ten of boys received the sacra-
Christians go to the Sisters, wishing taonents and many others are studying to
receive the Holy Communion. be ready to receive them.
There are two missionaries: one ofNow the community is thinking about
them is always away because he godhke building of a new church.
to different chapels spread in the foresin the region, most of the inhabitants
within different kilometres radius. The are muslims. We could fortunately visit
other one teaches faraway and is presne of their villages, thanks to a mus-
sent only during the week end. lim friend, and they promised us a cow
Sisters teach catechism and Religion ias a gift and sign of friendship.
four schools of the area. There is th&ach day we have the early morning
catechesis for adults, in the evening. call when they start singing their songs.
We do not need
any alarm clock.

GoOD | THANK YOU FOR DIFFERENCES..
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